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and Power Stations, Electric Railways, Telephones, and Telegraphs. The 
canvass is carried on in connection with the biennial census of manufactures 
covering the same year. A special effort is being made to obtain statistics, as 
nearly complete as possible, in regard to the power-plant equipment and output 
of electric current by all classes of establishments which operate electric genera- 
tors of 100-kilowatt capacity or more. The manufactures census and the cen- 
suses of electric light and power stations and electric railways together will ac- 
count for most of the important power plants in the country, but a special 
canvass of the so-called “‘isolated plants”—+. e., electric power plants operated 
by mines, hotels, theatres, amusement parks, etc.—is also being made. 


FARM MORTGAGE DEBT 


A study of farm mortgage indebtedness, 1925, on farms operated by tenants 
and managers in representative counties of the United States is now in progress. 
The study is made jointly with the Department of Agriculture, and, in addition to 
furnishing certain information regarding mortgages on the particular farms 
tabulated will also furnish data for use as a basis in estimating the total mortgage 
debt of these classes of farms. This estimate, added to the data for owner- 
operated farms obtained at the 1925 census, will provide a fairly accurate esti- 
mate of all farm mortgage debt, comparable with the estimate made following the 
1920 census. 


TOWNSHIP STATISTICS OF AGRICULTURE 


There is an increasing demand for township statistics of the census of agricul- 
ture, indicating the present-day need for farm statistics for a smaller unit than the 
county. Many requests for township figures have been received, and the Bureau 
has furnished more than 50 estimates of the cost of making such tabulations. In 
most cases, however, the cost has been too great, and the Bureau has, in fact, 
made only 12 such tabulations from the 1925 census. In these cases the states or 
organizations have paid for the additional clerk hire, etc. The tabulations 
ranged in scope from the number of farms by townships in a single county to 
practically all items of the census by townships for an entire state. In addition, 
a number of township tabulations have been made by employees paid by the 
Department of Agriculture. 

J. A. H. 


INTERNATIONAL POPULATION UNION 


At the last session of the World Population Conference in Geneva, on Septem- 
ber 3, 1927, there were passed the following resolutions: 
The World Population Conference resolves that a permanent international 
organization be created for the object of studying population problems in a 
strictly scientific spirit. 


A Provisional Committee is hereby authorized to prepare the constitution for 
this organization. 


In accordance with these resolutions the following Provisional Committee for 
the organization of an International Union for the Scientific Investigation of 
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Population Problems was then appointed, with power to codpt additional mem- 
bers until the total number of the Committee was fifteen: 


Representing 


Sir Bernard Mallet _ 
Professor F. A. E. Crew | United Kingdom of Great Britain 


Professor E. M. East 


Professor Raymond Pearl { United States of America 
Professor Leon Bernard France 

Professor Erwin Baur Germany 

Professor Corrado Gini Italy 

Professor W. Rappard Switzerland 

Professor A. Mahaim Belgium 


Under the power granted for codptation the following persons have been added 
to complete the Committee: 


Representing 
Professor Severino Aznar Spain 
Professor Kiyo Sue Inui Japan 
Professor H. Lundborg Scandinavia 


Professor J. H. dePaula Souza South America 
Doctor Charles H. Wickens British Dominions 
Professor V. Bunak Russia 

The Committee organized at Geneva, and appointed Raymond Pearl chairman, 
and Professor F. A. E. Crew secretary. 

Since last September this Committee has been actively engaged in the prelim- 
inary work of the organization of the Union, with the financial and moral aid and 
support of the National Research Council and the Social Science Researeh Coun- 
cil, acting in codperation. A provisional draft of the statutes of the Union is now 
in process of revision. The general plan of organization proposed is closely simi- 
lar to that of other existing International Unions in the pure and applied sciences, 
with such differences only as are necessitated by the manifold and wide-ranging 
character of population problems. The basis of the Union will lie in National 
Committees in the various adhering countries, these underlying national organ- 
izations being composed of scientific men interested and active in research regard- 
ing various aspects of population. Such National Committees have already been 
formed for Great Britain, France, Italy, and the United States, and are in process 
of organization at the present time in a number of other countries. In the case of 
the United States committees on population have been appointed by the National 
Research Council and the Social Science Research Council respectively, which 
bodies, acting conjointly, will be the official adherents to the Union for this 
country. 

The Provisional Committee will meet in Paris on July 2, 1928, for the purpose 
of finally completing the preliminary organization of the Union, the first General 
Assembly of which will take place in Paris on July 4-6, 1928. According to the 
plan of organization provided for in the statutes, membership in the General As- 
sembly of the Union will be restricted to delegates officially elected by the Na- 
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tional Committee of the adhering countries. In addition to the members a 
limited number of persons may be invited by the General Assembly itself to at- 
tend its sessions. 

The objects of the International Union will be purely scientific. Propaganda 

of any sort, for any purposes whatsoever, will have no place in its activities. 

The purpose of the Union will be to develop scientific studies pertaining to the 

problems of population, and particularly: 

(a) To initiate and organize researches which depend upon international codp- 
eration, and to provide for their scientific discussion and publication. 

(b) To facilitate the establishment of common standards for the collection, 
tabulation and analysis of data regarding human populations, including 
economic, sociologic, demographic, agricultural, and biologic data. 

(c) To serve as a clearing house for the interchange and dissemination of in- 
formation about population, especially for the purpose of facilitating 
research. 

(d) To codperate to the fullest extent with other scientific bodies having simi- 

lar objects. 
RAYMOND PEARL, Chairman of Provisional Committee 


ACTIVITIES OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH 
COUNCIL 


The annual meeting of the Social Science Research Council took place in 
Chicago on April 7. A number of important matters were considered. 

An increased sum of money has been made available for Grants-in-Aid. At 
the April meeting $9,600 was allocated to eight individuals. These Grants, un- 
like the Council’s Fellowships, are not awarded merely once a year but are avail- 
able throughout the year. The next meeting of the Council’s Committee on 
Grants-in-Aid is scheduled for the middle of June. 

The following statement sets forth the aim, scope, and conditions governing the 
awarding of the Council’s Grants-in-Aid. The primary interest of the Advisory 
Committee on Grants-in-Aid is to bring about the completion of a piece of re- 
search, rather than the development of promising researchers. Preference will be 
given to proposals which involve improvement of technique and development of 
methods; which involve two or more of the social sciences, including history; 
and which relate to problems of present scientific significance. 

Ordinarily Grants-in-Aid will not be proposed by this Committee for persons 
who are eligible to receive a Fellowship from the Social Science Research Council. 
Grants-in-Aid will ordinarily be proposed only (a) when a substantial amount of 
work has already been done; (b) when the need for financial assistance is demon- 
strated; and (c) when a definite plan for future work has been presented. The 
Committee will usually expect applicants to indicate a reasonably definite time of 
completion and prospect of publication of their work. 

The Committee has agreed upon the following rules: Applications may be sub- 
mitted at any time and will be considered at the next meeting of the Committee. 
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